Friday July 6, 2007   Concurrent Session Summaries – A.M.

A.  Deaf Students CAN Do Well on Verbal Intelligence Tests! 

      – Dr. Cheryl Seaman (all morning)

This workshop will include a detailed review of the Verbal and Nonverbal subtests on the WISC-IV and SB5.  We will discuss in depth the kinds of information each subtest gives us about how a student learns.  Discussion will include how this information can be translated into modifications of school programs for individual students.  Profiles of Deaf and hard of hearing students varying in age, school setting, and type and degree of hearing loss, and communication mode will be shared and discussed.  The overall goal of this workshop is a greater understanding of the significance of Verbal versus Nonverbal scores on standardized tests for students with hearing loss.

Cheryl Seaman is a former teacher of the deaf in Saskatchewan, Vancouver, and Nunavut, and is currently a registered psychologist providing consultation for the Edmonton Public Schools.

B.  Opening Doors and Minds in Manitoba – MB Outreach Team (9:00-10:30)

This presentation will highlight some of the unique work that the Manitoba Provincial Deaf and Hard of Hearing Unit is doing through collaboration and enhanced services.  Expanded delivery of service is taking shape through videoconferencing links, in-person visits to students by a variety of professionals, and networking meetings for students, staff and family members.  New ventures include more Deaf role models, better videoconferencing options (Breeze computer system), different uses for videoconferencing, interpreter mentors, and family support.  We are working hard to be progressive and to meet the diverse needs of students who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing through collaboration with students, families, the Deaf community, school division personnel, and other stakeholders.  Manitoba Education is pleased to share our vision with you!

C.  SNAG: The BC Paradigm for Improving Learning by Minimizing Background Noise  

      –Tom Tylka (9:00-10:30)

This session will focus on the initiative of a small group of concerned teachers of the deaf and hard of hearing in British Columbia in regard to school noise abatement measures.  The result of their initial efforts was the establishment of the School Noise Action Group (SNAG) in 2001.  A summary of the group’s projects to date will be presented.  SNAG is currently lobbying the BC Provincial Government to legislate for American National Standards Institute (ANSI) acoustic standards in the BC School Building Code for new schools and renovations to existing schools.  This presentation will conclude with a discussion of ways teachers can advocate for better school acoustics in their own local jurisdictions.  Tom Tylka is a teacher of the deaf and hard of hearing with 27 years of experience in Manitoba and BC.  He is passionate about the issue of school noise abatement for the benefit of all.

D.  New Developments in Hearing Aid and FM Technology – Dave Gordey (10:45-12:00)
This session will offer an update on new styles/models of hearing aids and personal FM. Specific features like microphone directionality, noise reduction, data logging and bluetooth compatibility will also be discussed. Special attention will be give to new hearing instruments relevant to children and teens. 

E.  What Does Research Tell Us About Literacy and Second Language Learning?
      - Charlene Chamberlain & Barb Milne  (10:45-12:00)

Research suggests that effective programming for students who are deaf or hard of hearing aligns with successful approaches with second language learners, including English as a second language. Gains in English literacy are possible when students develop and build competence in a first language, such as ASL. Therefore, early interventions and programming to develop initial language capacity is fundamental for acquiring proficiency in a second language, such as English. This session explores evidence-based practices in deaf education that correlate with second language learning;  enabling students to communicate effectively and to access information through a variety of communication supports.

Concurrent Session Summaries – P.M.

F.  Teens Talk: Challenges and Ethical Dilemmas of Research with Adolescents with  

      Hearing Loss – Joyce Kennedy

This session will be based on interviews conducted with inclusive adolescents with moderate to profound hearing loss as they negotiate social relationships with peers.  During the session I will discuss a number of the ethical challenges I have faced in conducting this research.  I describe these as “Grey Matter”, reflecting the contradictions and “greyness” of many of the issues.  I shall share the thoughts, feelings and relationship concerns many adolescents have revealed to me during the past few months of my research journey.  I shall also highlight how theoretical sensitivity has shaped by research and deepened my interview questions as I categorize and conceptualize the adolescents’ core concerns.  Participants will also have the opportunity to share their personal experiences, insights and thoughts about the social aspects of inclusion for adolescents with hearing loss.  Joyce Kennedy is a teacher, administrator, and consultant and now a doctoral candidate in Education at the University of New Brunswick.

G.  Peer Connections

This session has been set aside to provide opportunities for professional networking.  There will not be a formal presentation so that participants are free to set the agenda.  This may involve an update from people representing various regions of the country; grouping by peers (principals, speech-language pathologists, interpreters, itinerant teachers; etc.); or a discussion of current issues in the field.  If you are looking for some support or a place to bounce ideas off others in the field, this is the session for you!

H.  Movie and Discussion

This session is for all the visual learners!  We will view a documentary in the area of deaf education (exact title is still to be determined) and follow up with a discussion of the questions and issues raised in the film.
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Conference Social Activities
Wednesday July 4th
Registration / Wine and Cheese                                            
Come meet your peers from across Canada. 
Share a glass of wine and a story or two!

Thursday July 5th
              Banquet / Awards / Auction and Casino Night
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Join us for a gourmet meal in a warm and welcoming atmosphere. After dinner stay for the awards and live auction. Luck may be yours at our casino tables where you could end up the big winner by the end of the evening!
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Friday July 6th
Winnipeg on the River

Come enjoy a summer evening by the water! Travel by water taxi to Fort Gibralter where you will get a glimpse into the lives of the Voyageurs who worked for the North West Company. Enjoy dinner at a restaurant of your choice in the Forks market before traveling to the historic St. Boniface Basilica to watch a play that brings history alive!
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Thursday, July 5, 2007    Dr. Brenda Schick
Keynote Presentation 

Social Cognition and Hearing Loss: Facts, Implication, and Assessment

Recent research investigating Theory of Mind skills in deaf students have found significant developmental delays in fundamental benchmarks of social cognition. This talk will focus on social cognition from a broad point of view, illustrating development with research. It will discuss the role of language in the development of social cognition as well as ways to assess
children's skills across a wide range of ages.

Afternoon Session 

Theory of Mind and Reading in Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children

When children acquire a theory of mind, typically around age 4, they begin to understand that what they think or believe may be different than what another person thinks or believes. They begin to understand that we act because of what is in our mind. Reading both requires a theory of mind and it stimulates its development. This presentation will focus on the
relationship between theory of mind, language, and reading skills. Participants will explore common children’s stories and be able to recognize theory of mind concepts embedded in the story.


Dr. Brenda Schick – University of Colorado
Dr. Schick studies the development of American Sign Language (ASL) and its relationship to cognition in deaf children. Recent work has focused on the development of a Theory of Mind in deaf children and how language skills predict its development. She has published research on the acquisition of ASL in children, including the development of assessment materials. With Dr. Mary Pat Moeller, she has studied the development of sign systems designed to replicate English structure. She is the co-developer of the Educational Interpreter Performance Assessment (EIPA), a tool designed to evaluate the skills of interpreters in public schools, currently used in about 25 states. She is the co-developer of a sign language curriculum designed for parents, Sign With Me, as well as a series of children’s books that have been translated into ASL by deaf adults and children, Read With Me. She has served as the school board president for a bilingual charter school for deaf children in metro Denver. She was a classroom teacher for deaf children for six years and is a former RID-certified interpreter. In addition, she is a CODA, having grown up in a deaf family.
